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Ohio Civil War 150 Advisory Committee

July 15, 2011
Ohio Village*
Ohio Historical Society

800 E. 17th Ave.

Columbus, OH 43211

Committee Members Present: Anthony Gibbs, Leonne M. Hudson, Bob Minton, Fredric Lynch, John Switzer, Catherine Wilson

Liaisons Present: Amir Eylon, Janet Ingraham Dwyer

OHS Staff present: Burt Logan, Jackie Barton, Jane Mason, Kristina Kuehling

Meeting Notes
11:00 PM
Welcome & Introductions
· Welcomed new members: Fred Lynch, Susan Fryer, Carol Lasser
11:30 PM
Ohio CW150 Basics Refresher
· Jackie Barton and Kristina Kuehling provided an overview of the CW150, the role of the committee, and the CW150 accomplishments as of July 15, 2011

· See pages 2-4 for discussion notes
12:30 PM
Goal Setting Discussion

· Jackie Barton introduced the question: “What is next for the CW150?”
· The committee was asked to consider:

· Who do we most want to reach?

· How can we have lasting impact statewide?

· Are there partnership opportunities?
· See pages 5-6 for discussion notes
2:00 PM
Meeting Adjourned
Ohio Civil War 150 Accomplishments

As of July 15, 2011

1. Interpretive Framework

2. Traveling exhibit in partnership with the Ohio Humanities Council

3. AmeriCorps (renewed for 2011-2012)

4. Speakers Corps in partnership with the Ohio Humanities Council

5. CW150 Website

a. Online calendar of events

b. Teacher resources

c. Community collections

d. Online exhibits

e. Discussion forum

f. Event planning resources

6. CW150 Facebook page

7. Partnered with Ohio Tourism Office to share calendar events to raise awareness of Civil War events across the state

8. Kick off event at Statehouse April 10, 2011

9. Merchandise and bookmarks

10. Logo available for organizations by request

11. New Buffington Island kiosk exhibit installed July 2011

12. Morgan’s Raid Heritage Trail interpretive panels in development

13. New OHS exhibits about the Civil War (battle flag exhibit, Ohio at war)

14. Community Collections program started with help of AmeriCorps

15. Funding from AEP, Ohio Humanities Council, Conestoga, Ohio Community Service Council

16. Partnerships with Cleveland State University Center for Public History and Digital Humanities, Ohio Humanities Council, State Library of Ohio,  Army National Guard, and eTech Ohio

Ohio Civil War 150 Advisory Committee Meeting: 7-15-2011

Basics Refresher – Interpretive Framework & Operating Principles

Interpretive Framework Abstract

Introduction:

From 2011 to 2015, Americans will mark the 150th anniversary of their Civil War.  Some of our state's  leading historians have ideas on meaningful ways we Ohioans can benefit from the commemoration. Telling well-constructed stories that speak to modern audiences will help us do that.

Overarching Statement:

We don't believe in history for history's sake. History can be useful. Understanding our past and learning from it—both the good and the bad—can help us plan for the future. The most important public event in our nation's history since its founding years—the American Civil War—not only touched almost every Ohioan in its time, but continues to shape our lives today.

Primary Theme #1.  Democracy: Visions, Challenges, Breakdown and Expansion:

The Civil War was a critical part of the endless struggle faced by American blacks from their beginnings here to achieve the American ideal that all people are “created equal.”
  Ironically, it took this breakdown in the democratic process and over 600,000 deaths on both sides to save democracy and the equality promise (if not always the fact) for blacks in America.

Primary Theme #2. The Transformation of Ohio and America:

The events of 1861-1865 and after marked a social, political, and economic divide between a pre-war America, and Ohio, strongly influenced by a slave society, agricultural economy, and fast-growing post-war America that was increasingly urbanizing, industrializing, and diversifying as immigrants flocked to “the land of the free” and “the land of opportunity.”

Primary Theme #3. Memory and Commemoration:

Although it occurred less than two long lifetimes ago and although some commemorative efforts have taken on meaning of their own through time, the Civil War seems increasingly remote to most Ohioans, “familiar only through clouds of romance and sentiment.”  This distance keeps us from learning from our past in a way that enhances our future opportunities and relationships.  The Civil War 150 commemoration offers us the occasion to learn how important our history and our way of understanding it is, not only to our past, but to our present and future.

Ohio CW150 “Elevator Speech”

Ohio Led the Nation!
The most important event in our nation's history since its founding years, the Civil War not only saved the United States from destruction and freed the slaves, it offered America—in President Lincoln's words—“a new birth of freedom.” And, more than the people of any other state, Ohioans made winning the war possible. The ferocious, nation-splitting war from 1861 to 1865 reaffirmed the Declaration of Independence's promise that “all...are created equal," endowed with certain inalienable rights, "among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." A work in progress to this day, its many meanings endlessly debated, the founders' promise of equality and liberty for all turned America into the “land of opportunity” in the eyes of people everywhere, her arms open to everyone, her diverse population teeming with energy, optimism, and courage. Always a place of people from many places, with many opinions, Ohio was rocked with arguments about the war, but in the end led the nation in shaping the outcome in favor of the Union.  President Lincoln's three most important leaders in the war effort—Generals Ulysses S. Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman, and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton—were all Ohioans. With its many farms, rail lines, and young industries, the state was one of the nation's biggest military supply houses. And, more than any other state, Ohio supplied the most citizen-soldiers (and suffered the most deaths) where it mattered the most. With the 150th anniversary of the war beginning in 2011, Ohioans facing today's challenges can be inspired by the courage, persistence, and shared idealism of our Ohio ancestors who faced deadly threat and deprivation--and won.

Principles of the Initiative

Statewide: Create lasting value for Ohioans.

· Collections conservation & access (traveling artifacts; digitization w/ AmeriCorps)

· Interpretation that links to our identity today

· Building networks among Ohio history organizations (AmeriCorps)

· Piloting approaches for more relevant public history work (Tourism connections)

· Pride in heritage and culture of Ohio (Brunch April 10)

OHS: Pilot new priorities and ways of working.

· Civil War 150 has served as a pilot focus for priority objectives

· Hub of all things Ohio History- connector, facilitator, and supporter

· Site support (CW150 exhibits and collections; ex = McCook & the Henry Rifle)

· Online portal (CW150 website; Facebook)

· Let’s Explore Ohio (military history, including battle flags) 

Goal Setting Discussion Notes
July 15, 2011
1. Who do we most want to reach?

· Civil War roundtables

· Urban schools kids

· African American community

· Teachers (esp. 8th grade)

· New audiences with little knowledge of the Civil War

· Descendants

· Focus on Ohio people
· 2 categories: Education (teachers and students) and Tourism/Visitors (Ohioans and out-of-state visitors)

i. Engage through special events since large events are the biggest draw for the state 

· Underground Railroad community/sites and those interested in the UGRR story

· ROTC

· Veterans and active military

· Reach the next generation of history buffs to inspire support of future preservation of history in Ohio

2. How can we have lasting impact statewide?

· Provide relatable stories; put a “face” on the Civil War

· Align to progression of war (signature elements of the CW timeline)

· Events for Medal of Honor recipients from 5th USCT and connect with African American communities and raise awareness of African American participation in Civil War

· Design a program that can be replicated statewide

i. Engage National Guard across the state

ii. Replicate April 10 kickoff fundraiser event

iii. Engage local veterans

iv. Create a traveling program like Chautauqua and keep elements of education and entertainment 

· Regional itineraries (have AmeriCorps volunteer create these for each region); use Ohio Tourism website, Discover Ohio, to create these itineraries

· Events, festivals, encampments and work to grow attendance at these events (create our own events or better support local events to increase attendance?)

· Infuse fun with education

· Create a statewide day or week to promote Civil War awareness and education (Governor’s proclamation?)

· Collaborate with Ohio History Day program to encourage Civil War-related project

i. Create topics and prizes

ii. Showcase student’s work on the CW150 website
iii. Drive student learning through contests and awards

· Connect with students through art or film contests, immersion experiences, essay or photo contests (such as Civil War Trust), classroom projects such as re-examining local monuments and memorials

· Go viral! Engage people through social media – contests on Youtube, Facebook, Flickr, etc.

· Engage media outlets more
· Create more Civil War roundtables across the state that allow Junior members free membership to promote CW discussion and scholarship

· Increase support of the Save the Flags program and encourage each region to adopt flags from units formed in their regions

3. Are there partnership opportunities?
· Engage post-secondary schools – potential resources, audiences, partners, sponsors

· Libraries – resources, public awareness, educational element

i. Encourage libraries to have a section dedicated to the CW

· Collaborate with existing regional reenactments in Ohio such as Zoar, Hayes, Hale Farm, Morgan’s Raid/Buffington

· Collaborate with students to adopt battle flags, research local soldiers, artifacts and prepare histories for the next generation to enjoy

· Collaborate with genealogical societies to be mentors on student projects and encourage more research of family history

CW150 Advisory Committee
As of July 2011

James Bissland taught in the journalism program at Bowling Green State University for 20 years and serves today as an associate professor of journalism emeritus.  He is the author of Blood, Tears, & Glory: How Ohioans Won the Civil War, published October 2007.

Tom Brinkman, Jr., is a former Ohio legislator (2001-2008) from Cincinnati.  He has an educational background in history and experience with former commemoration initiatives in Ohio.  He has a passion for the Civil War.

Andrew Cayton is an Ohio native and is a history professor at Miami University.  He is the author of Ohio: The History of a People, published in 2002 and was recently appointed as President of the Society of Early American Historians.  He has earned many honors and distinctions for both his scholarship and his teaching, including a Fulbright position in American Studies at Leiden University in the Netherlands.

Gainor Davis is the Executive Director of the Western Reserve Historical Society, an organization whose collections include an extensive and unique Civil War-era collection.  She has over 27 years of experience, including leadership roles in history organizations in Pennsylvania, Vermont, and Louisiana.

Susan Fryer is Executive Director of the Greater Licking County Convention and Visitors Bureau. An avid supporter of her community’s heritage tourism, Susan spearheaded a collaboration between the Visitors Bureau and over 25 museums, libraries, universities as well as other local organizations to create the Licking County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee, which developed numerous events, a passport program, and a commemorative guidebook envied by Visitors Bureaus across the state. 

Anthony Gibbs received his bachelor’s degree in history from The Ohio State University. He is well-known across the state for his living history programs focusing on African Americans in history.

Leonne M. Hudson is an associate professor of history at Kent State University. Hudson has a Ph.D. in history and teaches courses with a focus on African American history. He has authored several articles on the Civil War as well as encyclopedia essays and numerous book reviews.

Paul LaRue is a high school social studies teacher at Washington High School in Washington Court House.  He has been honored for his innovative methods of teaching Civil War history by the American Legion (2003 Educator of the Year) and the Civil War Preservation Trust, among others.

Carol Lasser is a professor at Oberlin College and has a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Harvard University. She has written widely on women and gender in nineteenth-century America for multiple publications and has served as an evaluator for Teaching American History grants funded by the U.S. Department of Education. 
Roger Micker is a high school social studies teacher at Steubenville High School in Steubenville.  He is President of the Ohio Valley Civil War Roundtable, a reenactor, a member of the Ohio Historical Society Teacher Advisory Committee, and a Teaching American History program participant.

Bob Minton is Colonel of the Army of the Ohio Reenacting Battalion.  He has been involved in efforts to preserve land at Johnson’s Island Civil War Prison site and raised significant funds to conserve two Ohio Civil War battle flags.

Representative Mark Okey is the State Representative for House District 61, which includes Carroll County and parts of Mahoning, Stark and Tuscarawas Counties.  The McCook House is within his district, and he has a passion for Civil War history, evidenced by his personal collection and research.

Fredric Lynch serves as Senior Vice Commander of the Department of Ohio, Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War and is editor of The Buckeye Bugle, the department's newsletter.  This patriotic and educational organization seeks to preserve the memory of the Grand Army of the Republic and to care for GAR memorials and identify the location of union veterans’ gravesites. An Ohio native, Fred served 26 years as a U.S. Air Force Officer and served as emergency preparedness program manager in California before returning to Ohio in 2008.
Kim A. Robinson serves as President and CEO of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center. A 28-year veteran of P&G, Kim retired as Vice President of Customer Business Development in February, 2010. Kim joined the Freedom Center in April, 2010 as Director of Advancement and became President and CEO July 1, 2011.

Dave Roth is the co-founder and publisher of Blue & Gray Magazine, which focuses on Civil War battlefields and provides in-depth information on Civil War sites for its readers.  The Blue & Gray is one of just a few successful Civil War magazines and has surpassed 25 years of operation and the 150 issues.

John Switzer is a journalist with the Columbus Dispatch.  Previously a weather columnist, today he writes a Sunday Metro column, often revealing his love of history in his topics.

Catherine Wilson is the Executive Director of the Greene County Historical Society.  She has experience in archives, genealogy, history scholarship, and Civil War reenacting.  She has authored a number of articles on topics of relevance to Civil War history as well.

Eric Wittenberg is an attorney who has authored more than ten books about the Civil War and also writes a blog, Rantings of a Civil War Historian.  He is a member of the Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable and Vice President of the Buffington Island Battlefield Preservation Foundation.

Liaisons:

Amir Eylon is Ohio’s State Tourism Director and leads the Ohio Tourism Division’s efforts to drive economic development by marketing the State’s leisure tourism experiences and industry to travelers regionally and within Ohio. The Division’s goal is to attract travelers from outside the State to Ohio, promote travel within the state, and sell Ohio’s unique business opportunities for the travel industry.

Tamara “Tammy” Brown is the public relations manager for the State of Ohio Department of Development’s Ohio Tourism Division. She leads the Division’s efforts to generate media coverage and overall awareness of Ohio as an exciting and vibrant tourism destination in an effort to attract travelers from across the country and beyond. 

Janet Ingraham Dwyer serves youth services librarians of Ohio as Library Consultant for the State Library of Ohio. With Janet’s help, the State Library partnered with the Ohio Historical Society to promote the Civil War commemoration to libraries across the state. In addition, she oversees the Choose to Read Ohio program, which includes three Civil War-themed books in 2011 for various ages. 

Joshua Mann serves as Sergeant First Class and historian for the Army National Guard. Josh continues to work with OHS on oral history projects and Civil War battle flag conservation efforts on behalf of The Adjutant General’s Office. In addition, he assisted the Committee in organizing a successful Civil War commemoration kickoff event at the Ohio Statehouse in 2011. 

Civil War 150 Subcommittees

Education Subcommittee: 

Anthony L. Gibbs

Paul LaRue

Rep. Mark D. Okey

Catherine Wilson

Richard Cooper 

Andrew Cayton

Goals:

Create list of resources and programs for schools


Create network for K-12 schools, colleges, local history organizations, museums, etc.

Commemorative Programs:

Leonne M. Hudson

Eric J. Wittenberg

Roger Micker

Bob Minton

Mark Holbrook (OHS)

Goals:
Partner with educational institutions to sponsor programs/symposiums 


Partner with Ohio Academy of History


Partner with the Reenactment community

Promotions/Marketing:

Amir Eylon

Tom Brinkman, Jr.

James “Jim” Bissland 

Kelly Falcone-Hall

all

Charles “Chuck” Reeves

John Switzer

Goals:
Generate media attention (get public involved and promote regular column)


Start social media (e.g. Facebook)


Create network of informed supporters across the state

Ohio Civil War 150 Sponsors & Partners

Sponsors & Partners in 2010

The Ohio Humanities Council provided more than $35,000 in grants for traveling exhibits and historical research and interpretation. In addition, OHS and the Council have collaborated to provide an affordable speakers’ corps of Civil War historians and interpreters to assist local communities with their commemoration efforts through the Council’s existing bureau.  For speakers, visit www.ohiohumanities.org. 

American Electric Power donated $25,000 for outreach programs and CW150 website content to assist Ohio’s commemoration of the Civil War. 

The Columbus Blue Jackets Foundation, the hockey team’s grant-giving organization, provided $7,350 for development of an online educational curriculum intended to engage Ohio students in the study of the state’s significant role in the Civil War and to honor the Blue Jackets’ team name and its Civil War heritage. 

In addition, the Ohio Community Service Council awarded a $257,294 AmeriCorps grant to OHS to support local CW150 efforts, among others.  CW150 AmeriCorps volunteers will be stationed around the state and will assist local historical organizations with collaborating and building capacity for educational and public programming, special events, basic collections care, and local collections digitization efforts. 
The Ohio Historical Society has also partnered with various Ohio organizations to provide online resources and educational programming for historical organizations and the public. Partners include the Cleveland State University Center for Public History and Digital Humanities, which is assisting CW150 website development; Ohio Tourism Office, which is collaborating with the CW150 to share calendar events and promote the initiative across the state; State Library of Ohio, which is providing educational materials; and eTech Ohio, which is providing a platform for the Civil War lecture podcasts.

New Sponsors & Partners in 2011

The Ohio Humanities Council continues to partner with OHS on the CW150 initiative. With their support, the Civil War 150 traveling exhibit was created and is now traveling the state. 

For a second year, the Ohio Community Service Council has awarded a $272,320 AmeriCorps grant to OHS to support local CW150 efforts, preservation projects, and historical document and artifact digitization.  

The Advisory Committee and OHS hosted a Civil War kickoff event on April 10, 2011 and raised $3,000 for Civil War battle flag conservation. Carlile, Patchen & Murphy, LLP sponsored the speaker, Wes Cowan of the show History Detectives on PBS and Capitol Square Review & Advisory Board graciously provided the venue at the Ohio Statehouse. 

Conestoga, a friends group of the Ohio Historical Society, awarded $2,500 to support CW150 activities.

The Community Bankers Association of Ohio has partnered with the Ohio Historical Society to provide promotional support of the program and is hosting the Civil War 150 exhibit for their annual conference. 
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Ohio History Service Corps 2011-2012

AmeriCorps Program

The program is built upon two concepts at the heart of sustainability: partnership and volunteerism.  Members will work on volunteer expansion, increasing community organizations’ ability to utilize volunteers.  They will also work to expand the networks and relationships of individuals and organizations.  The relationships, volunteer networks, service ethic, and increased civic pride that result from their service will remain and generate future good works.  

For OHS and for Ohio's public history community, AmeriCorps members are building much-needed organizational and community capacity for heritage tourism and other economic development initiatives. This program will place a new generation of community organizers, public servants, and public historians across the state to build community and infuse our work with a wonderful influx of new ideas from all segments of the communities where the members will be located.

The program’s potential reach is statewide: members will serve entire regions from their host site, listed below.

CW150 Leadership Corps Host Sites/Locations – 10 Members

Each Civil War 150 Leadership Corps member will be stationed at a site within one of the ten Ohio Association of Historical Societies and Museums (OAHSM) regions in order to assist local organizations with collaborating and building capacity for educational and public programming, special events, regional initiatives, and basic collections care. Each activity would be carried out through the recruitment and engagement of volunteers, working hand-in-hand with the staff (including volunteer staff) at the various sites where the member serves. 

· Bowling Green, Wood County: Wood County Historical Center

· Sandusky, Erie County: Maritime Museum of Sandusky

· Oberlin, Lorain County: Oberlin Heritage Center

· Youngstown, Mahoning County: Youngstown State University

· Dennison, Tuscarawas County: Dennison Railroad Depot Museum

· Columbus, Franklin County: Ohio History Center

· Bellefontaine, Logan County: Logan County Historical Museum

· Cincinnati, Hamilton County: National Underground Railroad Freedom Center

· Wilmington, Clinton County: Wilmington College/Quaker Heritage Center

· One host site in SE Ohio unfilled

Technology Corps Host Site – 2 Members

The Ohio History Tech Corps will focus on developing a replicable model for an oral history program, continue to build the Community Collection program established in Program Year 2010-2011, and continue to digitize significant Ohio collections.

· Columbus, Franklin County: Ohio History Center (2 members)

Historic Preservation Corps Host Sites/Locations – 9 Members

The Ohio Historic Preservation Corps members will be utilized to support Ohio’s Main Streets and to pursue four separate but related historic preservation projects in four Ohio communities: Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati and Mansfield.  This portion of the program is not linked to CW150.
· City of Cleveland (Ohio Historic Inventory Position)

· Columbus Landmarks Foundation (Ohio Historic Inventory Position)

· City of Cincinnati (Ohio Historic Inventory Position)

· Downtown Mansfield, Inc (Preservation Member Position)

· Preservation Ohio (Preservation Member Position)

· Heritage Ohio, Columbus (Workshop Coordinator and Field Representative Positions)

· Ohio History Center (Historic Site Inventory Surveyor Positions)

Partners in 2010-2011

CW150 Leadership Corps 

· Bowling Green, Wood County: Wood County Historical Center

· Fremont, Sandusky County: Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center

· Oberlin, Lorain County: Oberlin Heritage Center

· Youngstown, Mahoning County: Youngstown State University

· Dennison, Tuscarawas County: Dennison Depot Railroad Museum

· Columbus, Franklin County: Ohio Historical Center

· Piqua, Miami County: Piqua Public Library

· Cincinnati, Hamilton County: National Underground Railroad Freedom Center

· Wilmington, Clinton County: Wilmington College/Quaker Heritage Center

· Athens, Athens County: Athens County Historical Society/Athens County Visitors and Convention Bureau

Tech Corps

· Bowling Green, Wood County: Wood County Historical Center

· Youngstown, Mahoning County: Youngstown State University

· Columbus, Franklin County: Ohio Historical Center

· Cincinnati, Hamilton County: Cincinnati Public Library

· Wellston: Southeast Regional Library System (SERLS)

Preservation Corps

· City of Cleveland (Ohio Historic Inventory Position)

· Columbus Landmarks Foundation (Ohio Historic Inventory Position)

· City of Cincinnati (Ohio Historic Inventory Position)

· Downtown Mansfield, Inc (Preservation Member Position)

· Heritage Ohio, Columbus (Workshop Coordinator)












�	President Lincoln once said that he “never had a feeling, politically, that did not spring from the sentiments embodied in the Declaration of Independence. “ Thus, he saw the war as a struggle to save America's birthright. See,.for example, Lincoln and the American Manifesto by Allen Jayme (Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2007).


�	This topic is especially well explicated in James M. McPherson's Abraham Lincoln and the Second American Revolution (New York: Oxford University Press, 1992). 





